Joining Secondary School can seem quite scary and it is natural to feel nervous and a bit unsure.
This newsletter has been written by Year 7 students who joined Bourne Grammar School last September; we hope that it shows you how
easy it is to settle here and how much there is to look forward to…
Looking after you in Year 7 are…
Mr Chamberlain (Head of Year 7 and Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead)
Mr Chamberlain will make sure that your move from primary school to secondary
school is as smooth as possible and that you are supported every step of the way.
Throughout Year 7 he will monitor your progress and make sure that you are doing
the best you can and achieving your full potential.
Mr Chamberlain will shortly contact your primary school and still hopes to speak
with you despite the current restrictions.
Miss Pollard (Deputy Head of Year 7)
Miss Pollard works alongside Mr Chamberlain and is there to help you settle in and
achieve your full potential. She was once a Bourne Grammar student herself!
Form Tutor
You will see your Form Tutor every morning at registration time. They will help you
quickly settle into everyday life and help get you organised. They can help with any
concerns or questions you may have, and will monitor your academic progress
across all subjects.
Mrs Ford (Student Manager)
Mrs Ford is easy to find in the Student Reception area and is on hand every day to
help you settle in and make sure that you are happy. She provides a sympathetic
and friendly ear if you have any worries or concerns about anything and always has
time to listen. Parents should contact Mrs Ford in the first instance if they have any
questions or concerns before you join the School - they can do this via
pastoral@bourne-grammar.lincs.sch.uk
Sixth Form Prefects
Sixth Form Prefects spend time with you each week getting to know you and
helping you to settle in. They are a friendly face around School and can help point
you in the right direction if you are lost.

Homework in Year 7 is designed to help develop your own independent learning
skills which will be useful throughout your time at Bourne Grammar School and
beyond. Each evening you will be asked to complete a learning log - to be signed
by a parent or guardian - which records how you have consolidated your day’s
learning at home. There is no traditional ‘set’ homework. You are taught how to
work independently, how you can access wider reading and how you can see
what is being taught next lesson so that you can get ahead. All lesson content is
recorded on an online homework app called MILK and students are expected to
spend a minimum of 10 minutes per subject per night revising, recapping and
reinforcing their learning from that day. We call this approach Building Better
Learners (BBL).

You will be taught a wide range of subjects in Year 7 and, unlike at primary school, have a specialist teacher for each subject.
Lessons are taught across a two-week timetable with diﬀerent lessons in Week 1 and Week 2. Each lesson is one hour long.
You will be given a timetable which is easy to follow and you will quickly get used to bringing the right books on the right day
and getting yourself organised.
You can see an example of a Year 7 student’s timetable below.
Day

1

2

3

4

5

Monday

Computing

Music

Spanish

EPR

PE

Tuesday

Science

History

English

Art

Maths

Wednesday

History

Science

Maths

Geography

Design Engineering

Thursday

Drama

PE

English

Spanish

Science

Friday

Spanish

Maths

Computing

Science

English

Monday

Drama

Art

Science

Music

PE

Tuesday

Spanish

Science

Design Engineering

Geography

Maths

Wednesday

Spanish

English

Geography

Mathematics

History

Doing 15 minutes of BBL each night will help you a lot

Thursday

Computing

PE

EPR

English

Spanish

Homework at Bourne Grammar is nothing to be feared; it is a chance to work
independently doing what helps you learn best.

Friday

Design Engineering

Maths

Citizenship

Science

English

Students in the current Year 7 cohort say that BBL is helping to prepare them well
for tests and the habit of learning independently is an important way to develop the
skills needed for lifelong learning. They say that:

Week

1

Doing BBL every night really helps in all subjects
Always do your BBL ready for the next lesson. It will help you get good grades and
helps a lot with your learning.

2

You can look forward to fun and interesting lessons where you will learn a lot with teachers who are there to help and inspire you.
This is what current Year 7 students think about some of their subjects:
Science (taught as Biology, Chemistry and Physics)
- The practicals are fascinating
- You get to know the origins of life and evolution
- I like learning about how our planet works and how
chemicals react
- There are lots of topics that you can be good at
- Biology is really interesting

Art
- It is relaxing, fun and creative
- You learn diﬀerent techniques
- There are lots of good art supplies and helpful
sheets explaining each piece of work
- The Art teachers are really kind and are amazing at
giving tips to make your work even better

Drama
- It helps you to build your confidence as you go out
of your comfort zone
- We get to watch performances
- It’s fun to learn about diﬀerent aspects of Drama it’s not just about acting
- You get to be practical and imaginative in lessons

English
- There are detailed discussions with your class
- You can share your ideas
- Lessons are fun and interesting
- You get to improve your vocabulary

Design Engineering
- You do a set task but you can add personal
touches to it
- You make things and figure out how they work
- You learn lots and make lots of progress

Citizenship
- You get to talk about a wide variety of things that are
going on in the world
- It’s diﬀerent, fun and interactive
- You learn about the world and people in your class

Spanish
- The teachers make learning Spanish fun
- It is fun to learn about Spanish culture

Music
- It is fun and creative
- Creating a piece of music and listening to it is fun
- Anyone can try Music regardless of experience

EPR (Ethics, Philosophy and Religion)
- EPR teaches you about other religious and beliefs
- It is interesting to hear other people’s opinions

Maths
- It is challenging and pushes you to learn more
- It teaches you to think outside the box
PE
- You can try new sports that you haven’t tried before
- It is lots of fun and you meet new people from
outside of your form group
- The teachers encourage you to try your best

History
- It’s interesting to know what happened in the past
- You study a wide range of topics
- The teachers make the lessons fun and interesting

Computer Science
- You learn web design and Scratch
- It has really cool things you can learn about
Geography
- You can learn about things that you didn’t know
about the earth
- The Geography teachers make the lessons fun,
interesting and productive

Whether our Open Evening this year is on-site or delivered online, you are most welcome to join us if you want to see these subjects in action.
We very much hope that when you are in Year 7 you can help us to run Open Evening next year.

Students join Bourne Grammar School from many diﬀerent primary
schools and all will have felt nervous at some point.

Current Year 7 students say that these are the best things
about Bourne Grammar School:

-

Making lots of new friends
The teachers are supportive and encourage you to be more independent
The great environment that you are in, both academically and socially
The lessons are interactive - getting involved is really enjoyable
The size of the School
The teachers are never afraid to give you a challenge but will always help if
you’re stuck
The food is really nice
Lots more freedom
There is more variety in subjects than at primary school
Getting achievement points to motivate you
The well-equipped classrooms and buildings
The assemblies are really helpful
The field
The uniform is very unique and posh - it is very special because it is
diﬀerent from other schools
People are welcoming to new students of the School
Learning new and exciting things
Form time because it is so fun, especially on Fridays with the quiz
The interactivity between students and teachers
Opportunities in diﬀerent areas
In every subject you sit next to someone new so you get to know everyone

The main worries including making new friends, settling in, getting lost and
what the teachers and other students will be like. Current Year 7 students
have the following tips:

- Pack your bags the night before so that you don’t forget your books
- Don’t worry about getting lost
- Don’t be scared. It may take you a while to adjust but there will be teachers
-

and students who will help you along the way
Don’t hesitate to ask for help with anything
Don’t be scared to try new things and always contribute to lessons
Make sure you do BBL every night
It will feel scary at first but that feeling doesn’t last long
Don’t be scared to make friends and always listen and make notes
The School is not actually that big - you will get used to it on the second
day, if not the first
Don’t forget your PE kit
Be yourself
Try to enjoy each lesson and pay attention
Don’t get on the wrong bus
Keep a School map with you until you know your way around
Be proud of yourself for getting into this School
Just try your best in all your subjects
Get involved in diﬀerent clubs, activities and events

