BOURNE GRAMMAR SCHOOL BULLETIN
Week ending Friday 3 July 2020
From Jonathan Maddox, Headteacher
FULL REOPENING OF BOURNE GRAMMAR SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2020
Yesterday the Department for Education issued guidance to schools for reopening in September 2020. I am
pleased to confirm that, subject to a range of special arrangements, the guidance is clear that:
It is our plan that all pupils, in all year groups, will return to school full-time from the beginning of the autumn term.
So all parents/carers, including those of students in what will be the new Year 7, should assume that the School
will be open to all students from the start of the new School year. The guidance goes on to emphasise that:
Given the improved position, the balance of risk is now overwhelmingly in favour of children returning to school.
For the vast majority of children, the benefits of being back in school far outweigh the very low risk from
coronavirus (COVID-19) …we can plan for all children to return and start to reverse the enormous costs of
missed education. This will be an important move back towards normal life for many children and families.
It is also made clear that all students must return to School in September:
School attendance will therefore be mandatory again from the beginning of the autumn term.
Whilst the School will be fully open, with all students expected to attend every day, the School routine will be
aﬀected in order to ensure that the School operates in accordance with the guidance. There will be impact on
rooming, traﬃcation and on some aspects of what is taught. We will not be allowed to operate entirely as normal
and activities such as choral singing and contact sports cannot take place. But the important thing is that we will
be back in School and, it is to be hoped, well on our way to full ‘normality’. There will be implications for transport
and catering. The guidance has been with us for less than two days and it is lengthy; we are already working
hard on our plans for September and, as progress is made, I will ensure that everyone is kept up-to-date.
YEAR 11 MOCKS
Given the pressing need for students now in Year 10 to make as much progress as possible in their GCSE
courses when they return in September, I confirm that GCSE Mock Examinations will not take place prior to
Christmas. We will make a decision in due course but I anticipate some form of Mock Examinations in the
spring.
SUMMER 2021 GCSE AND A-LEVEL EXAMS
I have referred in previous issues to rumours regarding next summer’s exams. The oﬃcial guidance issued
yesterday suggests that a final decision remains to be taken. The following was published:
For the summer 2021 exams, we recognise that pupils in years 11 and 13 will have missed a critical period of
their education due to lockdown in the 2019 to 2020 academic year. It is vital that these pupils are able to catch
up and access exams that lead to the qualifications they need to progress. We are, therefore, planning on the
basis that GCSEs and A levels will take place in summer 2021 but with adaptations, including those which will
free up teaching time. Ofqual will launch a consultation on proposed adaptations to exams shortly.
SCHOOL REBUILDING PROGRAMME
The Government has promised £1bn for school ‘rebuilding’ as part of its programme of support for recovery
from the coronavirus crisis. We will certainly bid for funds if we find that we are eligible to do so but we are
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fortunate that our School is in good, sound condition. It has been well maintained over the years and, because
we have managed our finances to allow for expenditure on maintenance, has not been allowed to deteriorate. As
has been reported many times, we are in the latter stages of a £250k refurbishment programme at the moment
and the work is progressing well.
AUTUMN RETAKES FOR GCSE AND A-LEVEL
Back in March when it was announced that all schools must close to most students, and that this summer’s
GCSE and A-Level results would be based on calculated grades, the Secretary of State also said “There will
also be an option, for students who do not feel this grade reflects their performance, to sit an exam at the
earliest reasonable opportunity once schools are open again.”
There is now some clarity about what exactly this opportunity is to be. Whilst it is to be hoped that the majority of
our students will at the time of the autumn series be well settled into their Sixth Form studies or be, by then,
‘fresher’ undergraduates at university, it is possible that some students will wish to make use of the autumn
examination series in order to try to improve on one or more of the calculated grades that they will receive on the
relevant results days:
A-Level: Thursday 13 August

GCSE: Thursday 20 August

The autumn series may be used for retakes only. It is not possible to enter for an examination in the autumn
series if the student did not receive a calculated grade in August.
The Ofqual Board has now decided on the arrangements for the autumn exam series. In summary, these
decisions mean that:
• the exam boards will be required to run a full exam series (i.e. papers are to be oﬀered in all subjects) in the
autumn and to allow the exam boards to withdraw an exam for which there have been no entries by the
closing date
• exams in the autumn series should be of the same number in each subject and in the same format as the
summer 2020 exams would have been had they not been cancelled. This means that if an examination
scheduled to be conducted in June 2020 involved three written papers, then then examination in the autumn
series would also involve three written papers
• the autumn results should be based on students’ exam performance alone (with the exception of art and
design, for which special rules apply in those subjects only)
• students will be able to carry forward their A-Level practical science and GCSE English language
endorsements to the autumn series
• originally it was proposed that students holding calculated grades from Summer 2020 would have two grades
- the original calculated one and the grades arising from the autumn series if autumn retakes were sat. This
has changed. It is now the case that exam boards will issue to any student who requests one, a replacement
certificate to show the higher of their summer and autumn grades.
SCHOOL NOT OPEN OVER THE SUMMER
The Secretary of State for Education has confirmed that schools will not be asked to open over the summer
holidays, and there is no expectation that schools should open for vulnerable children and children of Critical
Workers over this period. I know that this may cause some inconvenience and, possibly, expense for some
parents/carers and I regret that. The closure period has been challenging for everyone but for teachers and nonteaching colleagues at our School it has been especially so. As the Secretary of State recognises - and I
endorse his position on this - it is certainly the case that teachers, support staﬀ and school leaders deserve a
break, to recharge and rest.
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WEEK 7 (w/c 13 JULY) - FINAL WEEK OF TERM 6
The School will be open, as usual, for supervision of children of Critical Workers. The time in School will be used
to plan for opening in September and for various other activities, such as the selection process for the new
Head Students. Work will be set online, as usual, for students to do at home. Term 6 ends at lunchtime on
Friday 17 July so parents and students may regard the summer holiday to start at that point. What a momentous
year it has been.
PROGRAMME OF ‘BROADCASTS’ TO STUDENTS
The following virtual broadcasts are scheduled for the final two weeks of term and are open to all students. As
per previous virtual sessions, such as the drop-ins and Q&A sessions with Heads of Year and other key staﬀ,
the relevant links will be sent directly to students via TEAMS.
Tuesday 7 July at 16:00
Defining moments.
Mr Brunker, Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral) gives a personal account of the highs and lows of life, how they
shape us as people, and the lessons they have taught him about kindness and resilience.
Wednesday 8 July 16:00
The Trivial and the not-so-Trivial.
Mr Brooker, Assistant Head (Pastoral) explores – via trivial to-do lists and the value of learning – the
misunderstandings that cloud what’s important.
Thursday 16 July 16:00
Headteacher’s end of year address.
Mr Maddox, Headteacher, brings the academic year to a close.
STUDENT SURVEYS
Student wellbeing and progress surveys are being circulated via TEAMS; students in receipt of a survey are
encouraged to complete it as soon as they can. The information collected will allow Heads of Year to gain an
overview of how students are feeling in the lead up to the Summer holidays and this will help with planning for
September.
YEAR 8 PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION - Miss Turton, Assistant Head of Year 8
During this period of closure, students in Year 8 have been taking part in a weekly photography competition.
Students are given a theme for the week and they then have to interpret that theme in their photos. The rules are
quite simple: the photo must be taken on a mobile phone but the photo should not be edited in any way,
students should not take photographs of any people and the photo must be their own work. Over the past three
weeks, we have had some impressive entries, of which the following are winners.
Week 1 - Wildlife

Nabeeha Saeed

Emilia Beacham

Hermione King
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Jack Knowles

Week 2 - Colour

Sanjani Mamillapalle
Ben Pennycook

Jack Knowles

Aneeqa Sheikh

Week 3 - Water

Elizabeth Burrows

Mikella Sarfo

Megan Drake
4

YEAR 9 BOOK CLUB - Mrs Clark, Spanish
Although the Year 9 Book Club has been unable to meet in person, students have been using TEAMS to
discuss ‘The Semplica Girls’, a dystopian short story by George Saunders. Elĳah Ford has written the following
book review:
‘The book begins as a glimpse into the life of a seemingly ordinary family, with many parallels to modern society.
Status is a key theme throughout the story. The families go to extreme measures to try and flaunt their wealth
with disturbing garden ornaments known as ‘Semplica Girls’. The message George Saunders is trying to make
here is very clear: people will attempt to buy happiness through lavish displays of wealth and status, whilst
harming others. I’m wondering if Saunders is using an extended metaphor throughout the story: clearly the
‘Semplica Girls’ are a metaphor for the exploitation of low-paid workers, however I wonder if this extends further.
Perhaps Lily represents the brainwashed, materialistic younger generation that believes happiness is only
achieved through owning possessions. Maybe Eva represents the few who dare to speak out about the world’s
issues, only to be told they are sensitive and attention-seeking. I would thoroughly recommend everyone reads
this chilling masterpiece for themselves.’
SCHOOL BLOUSE SALE
We have a number of School blouses from old stock for sale. If you wish to purchase a blouse or blouses,
please email Mrs Ford at pastoral@bourne-grammar.lincs.sch.uk. The following sizes are available: 28”, 30”, 38”,
40”, 42”. The cost of each blouse is £7.
Blouses will be collected at a pre-arranged time with Mrs Ford and payment will be made via a sealed envelope
left in Reception when you collect your order.
ARTWORK
Year 12 students have been working on a personal theme and investigating an area of interest relating to a
Sense of Space as part of their coursework for A-Level Fine Art. Below are just some examples of the
outstanding work produced over the last week.

Sophia Stanton
Investigating visual
diﬀerences in cities
and communities
before and after
COVID-19

5

Sam Beaton
Exploring how
we can feel
detached or
isolated within
a space and
separated
from reality

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Name

Year

Staff

Subject

Amber Allison
Amelia Blake
Bella Burton
Bella Burton
Connor Gibson
Owen Higgins
Emily Peck
Huw Ballard
Jacob Carrington
Benji Edgar
Sammy Harriss
Isobel Rodway
Emma Smith
Charlotte Alder
Sophia Bull
Miles Cade-Stewart
Harry Child
Elĳah Ford
Jake Fraser
Ben Harrison
Erin Holden
Erin Holden
Warrick McKoy
Sree Ramesh Shankar
Ben Simpson
Alex Smith
Oliver Speakman
Ed Trofimovas

7
7
7
7
7
7
7
8
8
8
8
8
8
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9

Mr Moxley
Mrs Pignatiello
Miss Segarra Ginés
Mr Dougall
Mrs Woolf
Mr Delport
Mrs Worrall
Mr Roche
Mr Dougall
Mr Edwards
Mr Delport
Mr Green
Ms McVicker
Miss Watson
Mr Moxley
Miss Watson
Miss Capper
Miss Doerpinghaus
Mr Gatland
Mrs Williamson
Mr Roche
Miss Watson
Mrs Lattimer
Miss Watson
Miss Smallshaw
Mrs Lattimer
Mr Gatland
Mrs Williamson

Drama
Drama
Spanish
Design Engineering
Science
Design Engineering
Spanish
Mathematics
Design Engineering
Spanish
Design Engineering
History
English
English
Drama
English
History
German
English
English
Mathematics
English
Mathematics
English
Chemistry
Mathematics
English
English
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Name

Year

Staff

Subject

Nat Barton
Lily Brear
Charlotte Broadhurst
Seth Cardew
George Lockton
Jessica Mahoney
Anna Paskin
Thomas Payne
Bono Poa
Maria Rila
Katie Ward
Sean Bedford
Valentina Lees
Derik Shilju

10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
12
12
12

Miss Turton
Miss Bradley
Miss Hurrell
Mrs Williamson
Miss Segarra Ginés
Mr Graves
Mr Bowers
Mr Ray
Miss Greenfield
Miss Bennett
Miss Greenfield
Mr Bowers
Miss Doerpinghaus
Mr Sheppard

Drama
PE
Spanish
English
Spanish
PE
PE
PE
Geography
English
Geography
PE
German
Mathematics

_______________
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