BOURNE GRAMMAR SCHOOL BULLETIN
Week ending Friday 5 June 2020
From Jonathan Maddox, Headteacher
PARTIAL REOPENING - UPDATE
We are now at the end of Week 1 of Term 6 and no students are in School apart from those who are children of
Critical Workers. Much work has been done in preparation for our welcoming back to School of Year 12
students at the start of Week 3 (week commencing 15 June). The amount of preparation, planning and briefing
that has to be done in order to provide the students from just two year-groups with relatively limited contact is
quite extraordinary. I am grateful to the many colleagues who have been and still are labouring to ensure that we
can implement the Government’s requirements.
It was reported in the news on Wednesday that ‘Disruption to schools could continue to November …’
Whilst that most unwelcome possibility is becoming more likely by the day, it is nevertheless concerning and
disappointing to see the threat of it reported in the national media. We have set aside the final week of Term 6,
the week commencing 13 July, for preparations for a start to the new School year in September under special
arrangements. Whatever is required of us will be delivered and we will do our level best to ensure that students
in School and at home receive the best education that we are able to provide for them.
Since my last update further guidance relating to the reopening of secondary schools has been published by the
Government. The good news is that our planned reopening date of 15 June has been confirmed as the earliest
date on which secondary schools can begin to reopen. The less good news is the imposition of a limit on overall
numbers; the guidance states: From 15 June, secondary schools are able to offer face-to-face support for a
quarter of the year 10 and 12 cohort at any one time. The student numbers at our School are such that there
need be no change to the model planned for the return of Year 10. That remains as published in the last issue
of The Bulletin (dated 22 May and available on the School’s website).
Unfortunately it is no longer possible to run the Year 12 model as was explained in the 22 May issue of
The Bulletin. The size of the Year 12 cohort is such that on each of the five days of each week, proceeding as
planned would breach the maximum number of students we are allowed under the new guidance to have in
School. On the face of it we could argue that with strict social distancing and a spacious site we could ensure
the safety of students and staﬀ, but the published guidance does not grant schools that flexibility or freedom of
interpretation.
Therefore, and most regrettably, I have decided to implement the following revised programme for Year 12.
I regret very much that there is a reduction in contact time and some students will receive just one session
(though it will be a 4-hour session) for one or more of their A-Level subjects. In order to ensure that the greatest
number of students is able to come in each day we have concentrated on ensuring that when a group can
come in, it will be invited in. It is unavoidable that there will be situations where some students in a given subject
are able to come in for two sessions in that subject whereas other students who study the same subject will
have just one session. This is avoidable only by oﬀering all such students just one session. It is my conviction
that it is best to provide as much contact as possible for our students overall, even if by doing so some
undesirable situations have to be tolerated.
It remains the case that students will attend only when they have a session, and that the sessions will take place
on the day according to the timetable block in which their subject is placed. Guidance will be sent to students in
the course of next week and it will include information about new procedures and routines relating to health and
safety.
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The School day will end at 14:35 and all students must leave the site then. The earlier-than-usual finish is to
allow staﬀ to prepare and submit their online learning for students in Years 7, 8 and 9, and to deal with marking
and assessment of these students’ work. Education for students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will continue whilst the Year
10 and Year 12 sessions proceed in School, and these younger students will not be able to come into School at
all until September, at the earliest.
REMINDER - WE MUST KNOW IN ADVANCE WHO WILL BE ATTENDING
It is essential for our planning that we know which students will attend School for the four weeks during which
Year 10 and Year 12 students may attend. Not all parents/carers have responded to the message containing a
link to an online survey via which parents/carers can confirm the position regarding student attendance. Please
could the remaining parents/carers respond by Monday at the latest?
A TRIO OF MUSICAL ITEMS
MR TOMLINSON
Our Director of Music, Mr Tomlinson, has transformed the Music Department and the wider musical life of the
School. He and Mr Jones have built a department which is incredibly popular with our students and provides a
wonderfully rich experience for them. One of the very finest student musicians of my Headship was the organist
and pianist Stanley Godfrey, now reading Music at St Peter’s College, Oxford. Stanley put Mr Tomlinson’s name
forward as a candidate for this year’s University of Oxford Inspirational Teachers Award and whilst, alas, against
formidable competition from some of the top music teachers in the country Mr Tomlinson was not accorded the
top prize, the selection panel was extremely impressed by the crucial role he plays in raising our students’
aspirations and in fuelling their enthusiasm for music. An extract from Stanley’s citation is reproduced below:
Mr Tomlinson started teaching me at the beginning of Year 12. From the very beginning, he went far and beyond
what could be expected of any other teacher to help me achieve the potential that I knew I had. No matter how
long it took for me to understand things or develop a writing style that worked, he never gave up and gave me all
the time and help at a one-to-one level that I needed to get to a place of confidence.
Throughout all the modules, Mr Tomlinson’s love for teaching was always evident. Whether we were discussing
the compositional style of Vivaldi or of Chopin, whether we were working on the film scores of Hans Zimmer or
on our own compositions, no matter what we were doing he would always commit himself as fully as possible to
our own work and provide us with whatever we needed.
Within the Music Department, his devotion to extracurricular activities gave so many young people the
opportunity to participate in varied music-making. Within this, I was fortunate enough to work with him on three
consecutive whole-school musicals in my final three years at the school. Throughout these, his love for music
and for helping others to express their love for music definitively shone through. It was this willingness to be
outgoing that has made so many of my fellow students look forward year-on-year to these events. Alongside
these musicals, his introduction of the Spring Recital Showcase every April has given so many soloists (whose
musical careers in school would otherwise be entirely orchestral) the opportunity to put themselves in the
spotlight and perform solo, whilst the Night of Music from the Stage and Screen has given students the
opportunity to create their own arrangements of film and theatre scores for performance by the school
ensembles, giving students the opportunity to learn an incredibly useful musical skill.
Perhaps most importantly, outside of all things musical, Mr Tomlinson was there as a mentor for me and all my
fellow A Level musicians. Hard work and our own devotion for all our subjects sometimes led to emotions
running high and everything becoming a little too much to handle. No matter who or what was the cause behind
how we were feeling, he would not stop doing whatever he had to do until we were back to being 100%. He
was, without a shadow of a doubt, one of the most accommodating teachers that I have ever had the pleasure
of studying with.
By way of summary, I feel very strongly that Mr Tomlinson has always committed himself to my studies and the
studies of my fellow students, no matter to what lengths he had to go to in order to do that. He was always fully
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behind my application to Oxford and supported me at every single stage, from pre-application to Results Day,
regardless of how much extra work it has given him; it is for these reasons that I hope he will be considered for
an Inspirational Teacher Award.
Our warmest congratulations to Mr Tomlinson. After reading Stanley’s citation, one really does wonder how good
a teacher has to be in order to secure the award in question. I very much hope that being nominated for the
award, and Stanley’s writing, will go some way to make up for the disappointment that Mr Tomlinson shares with
us all at not being able, at the moment, to perform music in School with our students.
CIARA TO THE CONSERVATOIRE
A permanent fixture of our orchestra, pit band and chamber ensembles, a recitalist of stature and a nearpermanent presence in the Music Department, Ciara Glasswell’s exceptional talent as a violinist has been
recognised by the prestigious Birmingham Conservatoire. Ciara has been oﬀered a place at the Royal Junior
Birmingham Conservatoire starting for September after auditioning online. The Conservatoire’s response to her
audition was particularly complimentary of her playing. She will attend the Conservatoire on Saturdays, alongside
her Sixth Form studies at School. Congratulations to one of our most accomplished current musicians.
MOLLY AT THE CONSERVATOIRE
Molly Welling was throughout her time at BGS our stand-out cellist. It was natural that she would progress from
the Sixth Form to a musical Conservatoire and she, too, is at the Birmingham Conservatoire, in her first year as
an undergraduate. Due to lockdown she and her fellow students have to study and play at home, maintaining
contact with the Conservatoire and other students by remote means. I was delighted to receive this wonderful
performance of Elgar’s Nimrod, conducted by Julian Lloyd-Webber and with all the students including Molly
performing remotely in their homes. Congratulations to Molly; we will watch her career develop with much
interest. The link to the Elgar performance is: https://youtu.be/8jKO5t3SyGU
DESIGN ENGINEERING IN THE HOME - Mr C Delport, Subject Leader
Design Engineering students have over the past few weeks been researching the impact that plastic bottles and
food packaging have on the environment. They have been considering ways to create a more sustainable future
through recycling and reusing these products and materials. As a project, students were asked to reuse old
plastic bottles or food packaging materials to create a useful plant-pot to grow flowers or herbs in. Below are just
a few examples from the many amazing projects that were produced.
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ARTWORK
Over the last couple of weeks, Year 12 Fine Art students have been researching the work of JMW Turner and
the dramatic use of light within his romantic paintings. As well as writing extensive essays, students have
produced copies of Turner’s work or their own personal response influenced by his style. The examples below
focus on using light to depict turbulent seascapes or a glittering sunset.

Charlotte Payne
Copy of Snow Storm - Steam-Boat off
a Harbour’s Mouth, 1842

Abby Garthwaite
Copy of The Slave Ship, 1840

Ellie Harrison
Personal interpretation of JMW Turner’s style
_______________
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