BOURNE GRAMMAR SCHOOL BULLETIN
Week ending Friday 20 March 2020
From Jonathan Maddox, Headteacher
THERE IS SOME GOOD NEWS
It is good to report that on Monday construction of our much-awaited, much-heralded and much-needed allweather playing surface - the ‘Astroturf’ pitch - commenced. A week in, a good deal of topsoil has been
removed and one can now appreciate the dimensions of the new facility. The project will involve some eighty
lorry movements and other inevitable disruption so, assuming that the contractor and its suppliers are able to
operate normally over the coming weeks, the School’s closure might, in fact, do no harm to the smooth running
and completion of this major project. All being well, our students will have a wonderful new facility by the
summer.

CLOSURE - WHAT NEXT?
We are all of us now in uncharted waters. The Government is surely doing its best but it must lead us with little in
the way of precedent to inform its decisions. So it is far from surprising that what we receive in terms of
guidance throws up as many questions as it does answers.
The most worrying issue is the Government’s decision to abandon the GCSE and A-Level examinations for this
coming summer. I wondered if the decision might be to close schools now but then require them to open as
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examinations centres - which I believe could have worked - but instead the most extreme route has been taken.
This is a terrible blow for our Year 11 and Year 13 students who have worked so incredibly hard, especially since
their mock examinations, in preparation for the summer. Very many Year 13 students have, by virtue of
impressive attitude to their work and predicted A-Level grades which truly reflect their considerable potential,
secured valued university oﬀers. Their places at their chosen institutions are in most cases dependent on their
achieving particular A-Level grades. I know very well, not least as I am myself a teacher of Year 13 A-Level
students, the despair that these hard-working young people now feel as they face the prospect of their grades
being determined by some means other than by the public examinations for which they have been preparing so
diligently.
As I write I can oﬀer no clarity on the way which will be imposed for the determination of GCSE and A-Level
grades. I hear that information is to be provided in the near future (possibly today, but if published today the
news will be too late for this issue). But I want to confirm that I can absolutely reassure students and their
parents that I will ensure that the contribution to the grade-setting process which will inevitably be required
from the School will be given with the students’ best interests always in mind. We do know our students; we
care about our students; we want their potential to be properly and fairly recognised and we know that very often
students make substantial progress between their mock examinations and the real ones.
The Government requires all schools to be closed from Monday, until further notice. It is impossible to estimate
when normality, or partial normality, might return to our School. In the meantime students should use their MILK
accounts to find guidance from their teachers as to how to direct their self-study at home. Of course this is not
ideal, and it will take self-control on the part of our students, but it is the best we can oﬀer in the circumstances.
In his announcement on Wednesday the Secretary of State said that schools “will remain closed until further
notice except for children of key workers and vulnerable children, as part of the country’s ongoing response to
coronavirus.” The detail of this is to follow, and it will include definition of what the Government reckons to be
‘key’ workers. I can advise no further until I see and examine that advice.
I will do my best to keep parents/carers informed as and when things change. There is little point in confirming
that things have not changed.
EXCELLENT BBL EFFORT FROM HARRIET
This week I received the following report from Harriet Cork (Year 7):
“For BBL this term I decided to do a model house for Spanish
because we were learning about the rooms of the house. I used the
vocabulary list in the Spanish spelling booklet to make sure I had
included all the rooms that I needed to learn and I looked up new
household items in addition to the ones on the spelling list.”
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YEAR 9 GCSE OPTION CHOICES
Please remember that the deadline for submitting option preferences is 09:00 on Thursday 2 April. The
activation code is for one-time use only (which was sent on Wednesday 12 February to the student’s School
email account). Once activated the options system can be accessing by going directly to www.simsoptions.co.uk and logging in with the email account and password set up at activation.
Once the system has been successfully accessed and the option preferences submitted, no further action is
required. Please do not forget to ‘Save’ your preferences and any subsequent changes you make. If you have
any queries or concerns then please contact the School via gcseoptions@bourne-grammar.lincs.sch.uk.
CROSS-COUNTRY SEASON CONCLUDES - Mr Ray, Director of PE & Sport
So much has happened since the conclusion of the cross-country
season, it seems like a lifetime away. The Fenland League drew to a
close on Thursday 12 March in Stamford with the final race of the
three being completed. It proved to be a hugely successful occasion
for the School and, whilst I await results, it is likely that the School
managed to be successful in all four competitions. The Inter Boys
have simply been dominant with a host of students in the top 10. This
also proved to be the case for the Inter Girls, with another excellent
performance from the girls, claiming 1st to 5th places - a first for the
School I believe. The Junior Boys rose to the occasion to maintain
their lead of just 18 points over their closest opposition, but it was the
Junior Girls who I believe will have snatched victory from Witham Hall,
with a superb and determined display of cross-country running. Full
results will be available as soon as I receive them, but particular thanks
should go to Mr Bainbridge who accompanied the team to Stamford.
The preceding Thursday, it was a case of so near, yet so far, as three
of the four relay trophies were won; the Junior Boys just missed out by
10 metres over the 4 mile course. This proved the culmination of a
hugely successful cross-country season for the School teams.
The final race of the Schools season however was just this last
weekend, with the ESAA National Cross-Country Final in Liverpool.
Mr Sheppard accompanied 11 students from the School, ensuring
that almost a quarter of the Lincolnshire team (48 students in total)
were from Bourne Grammar. As always, there were some excellent
individual performances but, without question, the pick of the students
was Harry Hewitt (Year 10) in the Inter Boys race. Harry finished 17th in
a field of 331 boys, leading Lincolnshire to 14th place in the field of 43
counties. Sam Oakley (96th) also made the top 100, an excellent
achievement. Owen James (144th) and Johan Coughlan (152nd)
completed well in the 344-strong Junior Boys race, whilst the Senior
Boys were represented by Samuel Staines (236th) and Matt Dowling
(320th). In the girls races, Flo Brill was a very credible 231st place, and
the four Junior Girls finished in excellent positions - Charlotte Cullen
(76th), Aoife Glasswell (150th), Erin Cox (199th) and Hannah Taylor
(231st).
Well done to all who have participated in cross-country throughout the
year. Another outstanding season, taking 14 of the 16 trophies
available in the region.
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COUNTY CUP FINAL FOR YEAR 8 BOYS - Mr Ray, Director of PE & Sport
Congratulations to the Year 8 Boys Football team who have reached their first County Cup Final. Following a
hugely impressive performance against Spalding Grammar, the team travelled to Skegness the following day to
repeat the outstanding, hardworking performance. The 1-0 victory, the classy, well-taken goal courtesy of Ollie
Bardwell mid-way through the first half, secured the victory despite a late pressure from Skegness. The Final is
due to see them meet The King’s School (Grantham).
YEAR 7 DISTRICT NETBALL TOURNAMENT
Report by Millie Herrick (Year 7)
After completing all of our league matches unbeaten, we
arrived at the tournament in Spalding having high
expectations. We played nine, six-minute matches, back
to back. After eight matches we had not conceded any
goals and had some convincing wins, giving us
confidence for our last match.
We went into the final match facing Bourne Academy, the
only team who scored against us in the league season.
After a strong start where we dominated possession, we
took the early lead and then scored again with the last
touch of the game, making us all extremely happy. We
went through the whole tournament without conceding
any goals, and scored a total of 34 goals - we are now
District Champions!

U13 SISTERS ’N’ SPORT NATIONAL PLATE COMPETITION - SEMI-FINAL
Report by Lily Cole (Year 8)
On Thursday 12 March, we made the long journey to
Manchester to play North Chadderton School. The mood
on the minibus was very lively with lots of music, however
there were many nerves as we edged closer to our rival’s
school.
When we walked into their school we were amazed at
just how large it was. We were directed to a huge sports
hall to warm up with encouraging words of advice from
Miss Bradley. Our opposition were warming up too,
giving us our first opportunity to see how good they
looked.
Starting the game, we had first centre but lost
possession quickly and soon realised just how fast and
accurate the North Chadderton team were. We began to
see their strengths and the odd weakness, and could
only manage 10 goals. Considering just how good this
term were, we felt like this was a real achievement.
By the end of the game we were exhausted and defeated, with a final score of 53-10, but we came away with
our heads held high knowing we put up our best fight. We were very excited for our next game to use our newfound skills and, hopefully, come away with a win as we now feel much stronger.
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YEAR 7 HOCKEY TOURNAMENT - Thursday 12 March
A Team Report by Flo Dexter (Year 7)
Our A Team had been preparing for this tournament
at Bourne Academy a lot recently during both our
lunch hours and after school, so we were ready for
it. During all of our matches, we all put our best
eﬀort into our playing to ensure we had the best
chance to win gold.
In our first games against the Bourne Grammar B
Team, there was some exceptional passing between
Millie, Libby, Flo and Annabel, and the team scored
some great goals as a result. At the other end of the
pitch, we had Daisy defending very enthusiastically
and she set up many of the goals with her awesome
slap-passing against the walls! We finished that
match on a high with an amazing score of 8-1.
In our next match against the King’s B Team, the goal-saving from Evie was excellent. The other team had many
shots on goal but Evie did some brilliant goal-keeping and defended skilfully. Whilst Flo and Annabel were at the
top end of the pitch, ferociously fighting for the ball, Daisy and Holly were backing up any lost balls down the
pitch and Holly ensured that the ball would get back to the opposite end of the pitch with her very accurate
passing. Overall, we finished that match with very red cheeks and won 5-1.
We all knew that our next game against the King’s A Team would be our toughest one yet, having recently lost a
friendly match against them. After a strong start for us, King’s did manage to score two goals, but we didn’t give
up. In the first half of the match, Libby scored an amazing goal from a short corner that helped us to feel reenergised and determined to win. The second half was just as hard but, thanks to Evie’s great goalkeeping and
some consistent teamwork, we managed to win the game 5-2.
Our final game of the afternoon was against Jack Hunt. We went out onto the pitch knowing that if we won this
match, we would win the whole tournament, which invigorated everyone. The team passed accurately to one
another, going from Millie in defence, who was doing really well at stopping Jack Hunt from getting anywhere
near the D, to Annabel up front, who was ready to score some goals. At one point, we almost scored a goal but
their goalkeeper made it just in time to save it. She kicked the ball out, it travelled across the pitch to Annabel
who stopped it and went back towards the goal and scored. We triumphed in the end with a great score of 6-0.
This could only mean one thing - we had won the tournament!
B Team Report by Isla Earth (Year 7)
On Thursday 12 March, Bourne Grammar’s Year 7 Hockey B Team took part in a tournament at Bourne
Academy. The highlight of the tournament was beating Jack Hunt School 5-0, with everyone passing the ball
incredibly well. Across our five matches you could see how much we had improved since September and have
been very committed to training. Not only did we show our skills but we showed how well we can play together
as a team and our positive attitude. Overall, we scored just over ten goals and finished 5th out of 6 teams.

5

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Name

Year

Staff

Subject

Freya Andrew
Arun Singh

7
7

Mrs Pignatiello
Miss Kirby

Drama
Mathematics

Harriet Cork
Kieran Farrell
Aditi Kumar
Jacob Elsey

7
7
7
7

Ms Creedon
Mr Delport
Mrs Worrall
Miss Hurrell

Spanish
Design Engineering
Spanish
Spanish

Edie Lee
Charlie Sherwin
Harry Brear
Tristan Ng

7
7
8
8

Mr Adamson
Mr Adamson
Miss Atkinson
Mr Dougall

Mathematics
Mathematics
EPR
Design Engineering

Hope Tivey
Matthew Bailey
Scarlet Cliﬀord
Billy Gallagher
Ema Greinyte

8
8
8
8
8

Ms McVicker
Miss Lindley
Mr Green
Mrs Ellis
Mr Green

English
Geography
History
Computing
History

Ben Lamb
Remi Karim
Nicole Ogbonna
Sree Ramesh Shankar

9
9
9
9

Miss Bradley
Mr Dougall
Mr Flight
Miss Watson

PE
Design Engineering
Mathematics
English

Ananya Aravindhan
Harry Child
Elizabeth Gutteridge
Louise Jones

9
9
11
11

Mrs Clark
Mrs Woolf
Mrs Williamson
Mrs Pignatiello

Spanish
Chemistry
English
Drama

Peter Reid
Bertie Cliﬀe
Sam Jordan

12
13
13

Miss Kirby
Mr Maddox
Ms Bowtell

Mathematics
Mathematics
PE

INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS
Public Speaking
Sandra Sajosh (Year 11) recently participated in the Peterborough Drama
won the following prizes:
- Public Speaking - 1st Prize with Honours
- Prose Reading - 1st Prize
- Verse Speaking - 1st Prize
- Sight Reading - 2nd Prize
- Bible Reading - 2nd Prize
_______________
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Fe s t i v a l a n d

